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What does BSCW look like?

You may have worked with BSCW or with other collaborativework tools before. If this
is the case, the information you can find here will probably not be useful to you. But if
you haven’t, you may find it useful to have a quick bok at what BSCW looks like. Later
on in Activity 1 you will find detailed information about the most important features of
BSCW. At this stage we just want you to have an idea of what you are going to see
when you enter it.

BSCW is organised in workspaces where you, your tutor and your fellow-students
can store and manage common documents. These documents may be texts, pictures,
databases, html’s, address books, etc., and all of you can comment on them and, more
importantly, version them (and recall olderversions if it is necessary). All the documents
you share are not stored in your PC, but in the server, so that they are accessible to all
your colleagues even when you are not connected to the Internet. BSCW also informs
you (and the persons who share your workspace) about the last events that happen
inside your space.

But only the persons you invite are allowed to manipulate the documents you want to
share, and you may even restrict the actions that your guests are allowed to perform;
you can also keep your private spaces with information you want to keep for yourself.

To access BSCW you just need a conventional web browser, using conventional
“browsing” actions (forwards, backwards, refresh, etc.). The next illustration
schematically shows several of the characteristics of BSCW:
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And next you can see the names of the main elements in the BSCW interface:
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That is the way BSCW looks. But as you have just read, access is limited to guests,
so it is necessary to register first.

That is the aim of Activity 1. So we suggest you to return to it.

Happy BSCWing!
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