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REPORT ON THE VIDEOCONFERENCE

January, the 17th, 2005

Proposed Time:
18:30 – 19:30 (Spanish & Italian time)

Participant Institutions:
1. CFIE Valladolid II (Spain)

2. CPR from Gijón (Spain)

3. CPR 1 from Zaragoza (Spain)

4. CIDISS from Torino (Italy)
Participant Persons:
· From CFIE Valladolid II (Spain)

1. Alicia García de la Santa – Project Local Coordinator

2. Víctor R. González – Technology Adviser, Technical Assistant

3. Javier Sánchez – IT Adviser, Technical Assistant

4. Martín del Cerro – IT Adviser, Technical Assistant

5. Estrella Gordaliza, CFIE Valladolid II Principal

6. Mercedes de la Fuente – Teacher

7. Ana Isabel Iglesias – Teacher

8. Margarita Morán, Teacher

9. Mª Paz Alonso – Teacher, Spanish-Italian translator

10. Mª Mar Román – Teacher 

11. Luis Gómez – Teacher 

12. Juan Manuel Moreno – Teacher

13. Francisco D. Pérez – Teacher

· From CPR from Gijón (Spain)

1. Javier Tamargo – Project Local Coordinator

2. Cabeza, Lourdes - Tutor

3. Alba Rosales, Maria Teresa – Teacher

4. Balbona Calvo, Laureano – Teacher

5. Cano Sánchez. M Dolores – Teacher

6. Fernández Alonso, Paz – Teacher

7. López Muñiz, Maria Del Mar – Teacher

8. Picos Rodríguez, Olga – Teacher

9. Puente Alcubierre, Elena – Teacher

10. Rodríguez Vazque, Miryam – Teacher

11. Tuero Vigil, Ana Consuelo – Teacher

12. Txasko Muñiz, Laura – Teacher

13. Vacas Arribas, Mercedes – Teacher

14. Lopez Cancio, Monica – Teacher

15. Roza Gonzalez,  Belen – Teacher

· From CPR 1 from Zaragoza (Spain)

1. Pilar Bazán – Project Local coordinator

2. Jesús  – Technical Assistant

· From CIDISS from Torino (Itay)
Oscar Perino – Project Local Coordinator

Giulia Torri – Project Second Representative

Emmanuella Zoia – Head master D. D. Vinovo - Torino

Luciano Rosso – Teacher S.M.S. Scalenghe - Torino

Elisabetta Vio – Teacher S.M.S. Scalenghe - Torino

Laura Galasco - Web Quest Experimenter Teacher D. D. Vinovo - Torino

Nilla Maccagno - Web Quest Experimenter Teacher D. D. Vinovo - Torino

Resources and previous tasks

Each Spanish institution use for videoconference connections one 4Mbps/512 Kbps ADSL network line, while Italian the Institution uses one ADSL 256k from Laboratorio informatico D.D. Vinovo – Torino.

An orientable cam with integrated micro makes possible the direct video and audio capturing.

A video projection system in each institution allows the teachers to observe a screen showing the audience from other partners. Several PCs in each meeting room allow the teachers to navigate the WebQuest activities.

A BSCW public workspace “Videoconferencia 01/05” was created in order to share the four Webquests that will be presented during the session:

· “A school for elephants” (English and Spanish versions) – Valladolid

· “A school trip to London” – Zaragoza

· “Shakespeare” – Gijón

· “Sokoban” – Torino

Therefore, while a teacher presents a WebQuest the other teachers from all institutions could navigate the body of this activity in their PC and/or on the video projection screen.

Valladolid provided a teacher who acted as a translator from Spanish into talian and the other way round.

Schedule and Main Points:
1. 17:30 – First connections to the chatroom home.cfievalladolid2.4792 through the iVisit environment. The connection was made in good conditions with Valladolid and Italy, then Gijón (18:00). Greetings were sent. The address of the WebQuest public workspace was communicated to the other partners by means of the chat windows from iVisit.

Several technical problems appeared with Zaragoza connection (18:25). Zaragoza tries several times to enter the chatroom but the connection results unsuccessful: Zaragoza has only sound from Valladolid and Torino; none of the participants has video nor audio from Zaragoza. There seems to be a punctual problem with the institution network lines that remains during all the videoconference session. Telephone communication was maintained between Valladolid and Zaragoza but no solutions appear.

2. 18:15 – Official Greetings from Valladolid, Gijón and Torino were made. Valladolid started moderating and reminded the appropriate instructions.

Starting the WebQuest presentations and questions Session (the time for each presentation was established previously – maximum 5 minutes): 

2.1. Gijón / Javier TAMARGO introduced the teacher Belen Roza who presented the WebQuest “Shakespeare”.

After the presentation, Torino made the following comments and asked these questions:

· The introduction is really appealing because of the visual elements and direct language. The students would surely like to find out what comes next and enjoy it.

· Distribution of tasks: Is the author’s objective that the students become self-sufficient since they are allowed to choose whether to work together in all the three roles or distribute them individually? Are you aiming at students’ autonomy as opposed to teacher’s control? Wouldn’t it depend on the age of the students?

Afterwords, Valladolid asked:

· Don’t you think that a timetable should be included in the process so that the student always knows how much time he/she has to do the proposed tasks? In this way we could promote autonomy and self-organization. 

· The tasks are very clearly stated and the activities in the process are well organized and grow from one step to the next.

2.2. Torino / Giulia TORRI introduced the teacher Luciano Rosso who presented the WebQuest “Sokoban”.

After the presentation, Gijón made the following comments and asked these questions:

· Interesting introduction, well controlled but no mentions about Maze game which appears later in the process

Afterwords, Valladolid asked:

· Isn’t task 5 too difficult?

· Why there is no rubric in the evaluation. Is it not relevant for this subject?

2.3. Valladolid / Alicia GARCIA introduced the teacher Margarita Morán who presented the WebQuest “A school for elephants”.

After the presentation, Gijón made the following comments and asked these questions:

· How many children have participated at this project and how many teachers have help them during the implementation? The question is proposed due to the fact that our children with the same age have so little skills to manage the computer. They are only drawing something on computers and they don’t know to read. So, we think that was a real problem to organise such an activity with only one educator.  

Afterwords, Torino asked:

· How was the emotional involving of the children in this project? Did they like the team/pairs work? 

3. 19:40 – Valladolid / Alicia GARCIA made the conclusion of the Videoconference: the final conclusion stipulated that the videoconference is a real method that needs to be used in the educational process in the near future. This kind of communication, with the above mentioned resources, is useful for virtual meetings among 3-4 users/places at a maximum, not expensive and attractive for both teachers and pupils. Regarding the technical problems, everybody admitted that the quality of the videoconference (at a whole) increased a lot compared to the testing sessions. Using of "Push To Talk (PTT)" system made very efficient the communication and any inconvenience could be announced through the chat window. However, PTT produced a less interactive communication. Otherwise, the quality of the image was reasonably good.

4. 19:50  – The Partners sent each other: good wishes, congratulations and all the best. End of the connection.

Notes:
Photographs of videoconference were taken with a standard digital camera. Pictures are available on BSCW at: “Think, Construct and Communicate / Project Management / Meetings / Virtual Meetings / Videoconference 17.01.2005 / Pictures (Valladolid)”.
 Alicia García de la Santa

Víctor R. González

Javier Sánchez

Martín del Cerro

and all the Valladolid TCC Team  
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